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“The Global Diffusion of State Power and the Decline of Global Governance”
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« Ethnical implications of the drone in wary
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Weapons are “agentic” entities with an essence of their own, capable of forming
significant relationships with humans. The current interpretation of Just War
principles is deeply anthropocentric, hindering our understanding of the agency
possessed by technological artefacts. Both the weapon and the individual exist in a
mutually effective, mutually constitutive condition where neither component is
wholly dominating. This article provides an alternative metaphysical paradigm that
emerges from the post-humanist literature. The analysis aims to re-formulate the
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ontology of the drone and give it its proper due within the constellation of warfare.
Based on this article, these are some questions to think about and discuss:

1. Is it right to ascribe “agency” to machines from an ethical standpoint?

2. How much should drones be allowed to act automatically if they are making
life-or-death decisions?

3. If drones are considered “agentic” (i.e., having their own form of agency),
who should be held responsible for their actions — the pilot, the drone itself,
or the people who designed the system?

4. Do we need a new set of war ethics that includes machines like drones as
active participants, not just tools?
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